
ICD-10-CM

Part 3
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New Format

• All ICD-10-CM codes begin with a letter.

– A-T and V-Z

• Except U 

– Future use for diseases of uncertain etiology

• Code can be anywhere from 3 to 7 characters
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New Format

• ICD-10-CM has 21 chapters

• ICD-9-CM has 17 chapters and two 
supplementary classification sections (V & E 
codes)
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Chapters and their start letters

• Chapter 1 – Certain Infectious and parasitic diseases
– A00 – B99
– ICD9 CH 1 Infectious and parasitic diseases (001-139)

• Chapter 2 – Neoplasms
– C00 – D49 (NOTE: two letters)
– ICD9 CH 2 Neoplasms (140 – 239)

• Chapter 3 – Diseases of the blood and blood-forming 
organs and certain disorders involving the immune 
meachanism
– D50 – D89
– ICD9 CH 4 Diseases of the blood and blood-forming 

organs (280 - 289)
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Chapters and their start letters

• Chapter 4 – Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic 
diseases
– E00 – E89
– ICD9 CH 3 Endocrine, nutritional and metabolic diseases, 

and immunity disorders (240-279)

• Chapter 5 – Mental and Behavioral disorders
– F01 – F99
– ICD9 CH 5 Mental disorders (290 – 319)

• Chapter 6 – Disease of the nervous system
– G00 – G99
– ICD9 CH 6 Diseases of the nervous system and sense 

organs (320 – 389)
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Chapters and their start letters

• Chapter 7 – Diseases of the eye and adnexa
– H00 – H59

– ICD9 CH 6 Diseases of the nervous system and sense 
organs (320 – 389)

• Chapter 8 – Diseases of the ear and mastoid process
– H60 – H95

– ICD9 CH 6 Diseases of the nervous system and sense 
organs (320 – 389)

• Chapter 9 – Diseases of the circulatory system
– I00 – I99

– ICD9 CH 7 Diseases of the circulatory system (390-459)
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Chapters and their start letters

• Chapter 10 – Diseases of the respiratory system
– J00 – J99

– ICD9 CH 8 Diseases of the respiratory system (460 – 519)

• Chapter 11 – Diseases of the digestive system 
– K00 – K94

– ICD9 CH  9 Diseases of the digestive system (520 – 579)

• Chapter 12 – Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous 
tissue 
– L00 – L99

– ICD9  CH 12 Diseases of the skin and subcutaneous tissue 
(680 – 709)
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Chapters and their start letters

• Chapter 13 – Diseases of the musculoskeletal and 
connective tissue
– M00 – M99
– ICD9 CH 13 Diseases of the musculoskeletal system and 

connective tissue (710 – 739)

• Chapter 14 – Diseases of the genitourinary system
– N00 – N99
– ICD9 CH 10 Diseases of the genitourinary system (580 –

629)

• Chapter 15 – Pregnancy, childbirth and the puerperium
– O00 – O9A
– ICD9 CH 11 Complications of pregnancy, childbirth, and 

the puerperium (630 – 679)
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Chapters and their start letters

• Chapter 16 – Certain conditions originating in the perinatal
period
– P00 – P96
– ICD9 CH 15 Certain conditions originating in the perinatal

period (760 -779)

• Chapter 17 – Congenital malformations, deformations and 
chromosomal abnormalities
– Q00 – Q99
– ICD9 CH 14 Congenital anomalies (740 – 759)

• Chapter 18 – Symptoms, signs and abnormal clinical and 
laboratory findings, not elsewhere classified
– R00 – R99
– ICD9 CH 16 Symptoms, signs, and ill-defined conditions (780 –

799)
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Chapters and their start letters

• Chapter 19 – Injury, poisoning and certain other 
consequences of external causes
– S00 – T88
– ICD9 CH 17 Injury and poisoning (800- 999)

• Chapter 20 – External causes of morbidity
– V01 – Y95
– ICD9 Supplementary classification of external causes of 

injury and poisoning (E000 – E999)

• Chapter 21 – Factors influencing health status and 
contact with health services
– Z00 - Z99
– ICD9 Supplementary classification of factors influencing 

health status and contact with health services (V01 – V89)
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New Format

• The end character can be either a number or a 
letter

– M80.011A: Age-related osteoporosis with 
current pathological fracture, right shoulder, initial 
encounter for fracture

– I10: Essential (primary) hypertension
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New Format

• Every description is a stand alone description.

• Complete descriptions at every code entry

ICD-10- CM

S40.029A: Contusion of 
upper arm, unspecified side

ICD-9-CM

923         Contusion of 
upper limb

923.03              Upper arm
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New Format

• No Morphology codes in ICD-10-CM

• ICD9 :

– M8000/0     Neoplasm, benign

– M8000/1     Neoplasm, uncertain whether benign 
or malignant

– M8000/3     Neoplasm, malignant
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New Format

• ICD-10-CM has combination codes where ICD-
9-CM had separate codes for each condition

ICD-10-CM

“Diabetic 
retinopathy”

E11.319

ICD-9-CM

“Diabetic 
retinopathy”

250.50, 362.01
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New Format

• Dummy placeholder
– the letter “x” used as a 5th character placeholder at certain 

six-character codes to allow for future expansions

– Example: An initial encounter for accidental poisoning by 
penicillin is coded T36.0x1A

• Extensions
– 7th character can be a number or a letter

– If a code is not a full six characters in length, a dummy 
placeholder “x” must be used to fill in the empty 
characters when a seventh character extension is required. 
Example: Polyhydramnios, second trimester, fetus 1 is 
coded O40.2xx1
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Same Format

• Punctuation Marks

– Brackets [ ] – synonyms, alternative wording, 
explanatory phrases

– Parenthesis ( ) – in Index and Tabular to enclose 
nonessential modifiers

– Colon  : - in Tabular after an incomplete term that 

needs one or more of the modifiers following the 
colon to make is assignable to a given category
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Same Format

• Categories

• Subcategories

• Valid codes
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Same Format

• Abbreviations

– NEC = other specified

– NOS = not otherwise specified (unspecified)

• Many of the codes that were NEC AND NOS in 
ICD9 have been separated in ICD10.
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Same Format

• Instructional Notes
– Includes Notes
– Inclusion Terms
– Excludes Notes

• Excludes 1 = “not coded here”; pure excludes
• Excludes 2 = “not included here”; code both if appropriate

– Etiology/Manifestation codes
– Code Also
– And (and/or)
– With/ without (default is without)

• 5 character codes: “0” in the 5th position = “without”
• 5 character codes: “1” in the 5th position – “with
• 6th character codes: “1” in the  6th position = “with”
• 6th character codes: “9” in the 6th position = “without”
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